Background Information
The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) is an independent, nonpartisan voice working to address major threats facing the National Park System. NPCA was established in 1919, just three years after the National Park Service. Stephen Mather, the first director of the Park Service, was one of our founders. He felt very strongly that the national parks would need an independent voice-outside the political system-to ensure these places remained unimpaired for future generations. Now, nearly one hundred years later, NPCA has more than 875,000 members and supporters. In addition to our LEED-certified national headquarters in Washington, D.C., NPCA has 24 regional and field offices around the country.
The Southwest office-covering Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah-includes an astounding wealth of 73 National Parks, Monuments, Historic Sites, and Trails. This vast region is a tribute to nature's ability to sculpt the desert landscape; rivers, caves, canyons, and dunes are some of the dazzling features in our parks. From the majesty of Rocky Mountain National Park to the ancient ruins of Chaco Canyon, the Southwest Region offers countless opportunities to hike, raft, explore and contemplate.
NPCA works with many different stakeholders and interested parties to support protection of these remarkable places, and also to encourage expansions and development of new parks that continue to help interpret our heritage and preserve our most iconic landscapes. Our work engages a diverse constituency of advocates in efforts to protect parks from adjacent energy development, air quality impacts, water management choices, habitat loss, invasive species, protection of night skies and natural soundscapes. We also advocate for sufficient funding support for a park system that attracts over 300 million visitors annually.
National Park Service Organic Act of 1916
Congress creates the National Park Service, and prescribes fundamental purpose: "to conserve the scenery, and natural and historic objects and wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same . . . as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."
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